Apd: a faithful Teftimony born againtt it. 


| ks Warning to afl who profefs to vvalk in the 


Bright of the-Lord, “that they keep clofe in Spirit tothe 
Lord, and liflen notto that adulterated Spirit, which laboursto. 
pane from the way of let be it.- 


— 


Breck 13. 7. Hane ye foe avain Filton And have ye not Jpoken a | 
dying Divination, whereas ye fay, The Lord ‘faith it, albeit have 
not [poren? 
Bach. 2. The Diviners have feena Lye, andhave told fal fe 
14.14. The Prophets prophefie Lyes in my Name: I fent themnot, a 
neither have I commanded them, neither Ipake unto them: They 

Prophecy unto you a falfe Vifion, and Divination, and a thing of nought, 
the deceit of their, Hearts. 
Tibet 2. 11. For this canfe Gad fhak jend them flrong Delufion, that 


Printed inthe Year 168 5... 
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The Spirst that works. Abomination and ite a 
| Abominable Difcover ed, = 


Dear F viendsss 


: V ie the Lord’ hath gathered'to be a peculiar People to: | 


.  himfelf, and hath hitherto preferved you by the encom- 
 pafling Arm:of his Power, to that no Affault nor Device: 
‘@ of the Enemy hath prevailed againft' you,. to draw you away from the: 
'@ Rock of your Salvation;. Unto you more efpecially is the Salutation of 
our dear and tender Love, in our meafure of the Manifeftation of the 
heavenly Life, in which the fellowhhip. of the Saints is felt and witnefled,. 
which was the Rock & Defence of Gods People in Ages and Generations. 
and is the fame (felt and witnefled.to:be fo) toall the faithful fol- 
lowers of the Lambat this day alfo, blefled and magnified be the Name of 
the Lord therefore. And truly,Friends, great-need hath all GodsPeopleat* 
this day to know,,.and tovretire to,and abide in the Rock.of their Strength, . | 
Chrift Fefus ; for many (as ye wellknow.) are the Exercifes and Tryals. 
of the Righteous, and many are the Temptations, Affaults, Befettings. 
and Alurements of the Adverfary,.to betray the fimple, and draw them. 
. from the right Way of the Lord, and:to deftroy the innocent Life... And: 
‘not only hath he wrought againft: the Truth and People of the Lordby 
Inftruments from witheut,who, as-open and profeft Enemies, have calt forth: 
their Floods of Reproach,.Lyes, Slander and Falihood againft the Way of 
the Lord; and thofe that walk therein;. but alfo hath ftirred upfome from: 
among {clves, who pretending to be Frzends, bat not being really and - 
.,groundedly fo,. have thereby taken-the greater advantage to do the. Ene-. 
“mys Work :. And of thefe,; fome have broken out into open Oppofitions. 
cafting forth publickly, in Wordand Writing, their Floods,. alfo. of Rea- 
proach, Lyes, Slandersand Falfhoed, againft the Way of Truth:and People: 
theLord, while others, whom. we. have felt. to be in the. fame. Spsrse. 
of Enmity, have more fubtilly and craftily cover’d'themfelves,. that they 
Might have opportunity in our Meetings;. by.fair Speeches to beguile the - 
Simple, and by fecretly fcattering their evil’ Surmzes.andifalfe Sufps-- 
fions, to-beget jealoufies inthe Minds of the weak, and. caufle. Dsvsfions: 
among Friends, 
But of thofe that have appear’d in Print againit Friends, that: 
& which: 
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_which we feel our Spirits at this time engaged by the Lord to bear Tefti- | 
mony again&, isa Sheet of Paper lately printed, with the Name of Sw. 

fanna Aldridge unto it; the Title whereof is, Abominations in Ferufalem 
Difcovered, @c. And before we take notice of the Particulars in that- 
Paper, we fhall give fome account of her, vix. when fhe firft began to 


4 {peakin Meetings; and the fubitance of her Tefturteny then was an Ac- 


Knowledgment, Tht although fhe bid walked many years among F riends (ha- 
wing been brought up by her Relations iu the Profeffion of Truth from a Child) 
and had gone to Meetings, and carried ber felf in pi: a appearance Asa 
Friend, yet in all that time fhe had not been faithful tothe Power of the Lord, 
nor witueffed the Work of Truth in her own beart: And. with this Telti 


“mony fhe went up and down for fome time, through many of tie Mee- | 


‘tingsof this County (and elfz-where, as we have heard) declaring, How. 
the Lord had now appeared untoher, and awukened her, andraifed her, as one 
fromthe dead, Exhorting others, Te be more watchful and diligent inthe Work 

_ ‘of the Lord, though feveral then had a godly Jcaloufie concerning her. 
After this, in the time of her Lying in, being wéak, and difordered in 
her Head (a Diftemper which divers of her Relations have been fubject 
‘to, and her own Mother dyed in, foo afier the time of her Birth, as we 
. shave been credibly informed) her Mind was filled with {trong imaginati- 
‘ons; and after (he was up, fhe came forth again with a pretence of Vilions 
‘and Revelitions, where-with Friends were greatly diffatisfied, and bur- 
thered. Andinthattime fhe declared to this effect Cwhich divers Friends 
‘remember) That fhe bad been unfaithful again, and bad preached of the 
Power of’ God to others, andexhorted others to-keepto it, yet fhe ber felf wu: 
not Then in it, nor did fhe feel the Power inher felf, when fhe {pake of it wate 
‘others. Then fhe went to the Adens Meeting in thefe parts, where (at 
- that time) was great Oppofition and Diiturbance, made by fome wrong 
‘{pirited Perfons, and fhe gave Teftimony againft them, & faithful Friends 
‘too; but the faithful Friends had no unity with her, nor with her Teftimo- 
‘ny, but denyed ic.. About this time it was that fhe went to London and 
“Briftol, bat neither had the faithful Friends here unity with her going, nor 
~washer Teltimony received in many places; for inher Paper fhe con- 
fefleth, at Brifol her. Teftimony was rejected, and her hands weakned. 
“After her returnfrom her Journies, fhe was fome-whet more quiet and 

ftill for a while, and cameamonalt us to our Womens Meetings, with great 
feeming fatisfattion of Mind; and bothin Word and Practice declared 
her owning of our Meetings, and the Service thereof, and readily under- 
took (as occalion offered ) to act with us therein, and as readily joyned 

- with the Women, Friends in their Teftimony on behalf of the Mecting, 

thofe troudlefom Spirits that then oppofed it, 
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theis now clofely linked; and inour Womene Meeting hath 

#he born Teftimony, Lhat the Power aud Prefence of the Lord was with HS: | 

and exhorted us, continue,and go on in our Service therein, notwithfanding 
a 8 what others faid againft ws, or words to that effet: Though now the tells 
gis, She was cheated-into it: Butweask, By whom fhe was cheated ? Fu. 
© @ ' wenever heard the was per{waded by any, fo muclt as to come to our Mee- 
ef 4ing ; but. if fhe had been, yet who cheated her into Preaching up the 
d) Service of the Meeting, and bearing Teftimony, That the Power of the 
a" Lord was with w therein? Surely,if fhe was then fo liable to be cheated, 
‘cher Tettimony now isthelefsto be credited. Yet tho’ fhethus carried 
her felfamongft us,many Friends had not then a clear fatisfaction in 
€- @. and of late times, her Spirit and Teftimony in our publick Meetings 
1. hath been very burdenfom to many, yet they patiently bore the Burthen, . 
" aill at length fhe further manifeftzd her felf. For onthe firft day of the 


je 
the 


rk ‘Moneth, @c. (having been four dayes together at Wiecomb, as we have 
‘underftood) she came from theace to ovr Meeting at fordans (C. | 
in ‘Wife, and fome others, accompanying her) and in-the Meeting brake 


ct iforthin fo great adiforderof Spirit, aud difturbance of Mind (with fo 
ve itrange a Voice and Gefture) that many, whobefore had better hopes of 
I her, went away grieved, fearing left she should be diftracted; and be- 
ns ‘fore the Meeting was ended, she fhook off the Duft of her Feet againft 
I ¥ Friends. The matter which fhe then delivered, was for the moft part 
ds tthe fame with whatis in her Printed Paper, fave that fome Paflages, which 
he ‘fhe delivered by word of Mouth, are left out, which ’tis like her Advifers 
might think fafe tobe putin. One was, Zhatthe Lord:faid to her, 
6 ‘While thou waft faithful to me, I fuffered noneto oppofe thee: Whereas itis 
at wellknown, that ig the time of her higheft Pretences to extraordinary 
Vifions, Revelations and Motiors, the wasoppofed by feveral + see her own 
ds iFriends. So that this Paflage, and fomeothersthat might Printed Paper, 
0° be mentioned, feem to be purpofely left out, left it fhould marr her 
id ‘prefent Work; ‘for it mult needs be, ‘that either fhe was unfaithful while 
or the was oppofed, or that what fhe has delivered as the Word of the Lord, 
Ne is not true. 

NowFriends, astothe Papert felf, wehope there ‘needs-not much to 
at 

ed 

te 

ed 

he 


tbe faid, for the Darknefs and Foulnefs, the zEnvey and Betterne/s that ap- 
ipears in it, do manife& what Spirit it proceeded from, yet becaufe fome 
‘:who are weak, are t00-apt'to be captivated, and led away with great: 
Awelling words ent) high Pretences, we are willing to take notice of 
‘Paflages therein. And firft, we defire ic may be confiderec, whether the 
great Difturbance and Trouble that was in her, cid rot enter through 
vthe affectionate part, which had too highly fet ep and exalted Manin her 
‘Minds 


* adding, Ifthe Lerdwil, Jam. 4.15, how dare fhe take up fi 


Mind; for fhe makes her Sorrow to from a fence fie had, 
wus greatly «bufed, &e. and though fhe mentions the grieving of Friends, 


wma fivnbling the weak, yet her concern for C. H. hath the firit or chief 
place. Andhow much she admires and extolls C. may appear by her 


arying:him up inher Paper, for a true Prophet of the Lord, who was mightily 
filed with the Word of Wifdom, &c. Our concern at prefent, is not to. 


write much of C.#: nor do we think it much need ful,he being of late years. 
pretty well known toFriends in moft parts: We. know of no abufe was. 
offered but if he be fo mightily filed with Wifdom, let-bim#fhew on: 
ef! a good: Converfation bis Works with Meckne[s of Wifdom, as the Apoltle. 
‘exhorts, Fames 3.13, Yet wecannotbut hereupon warn al!to take heed: 


‘of being tickled.with the wifdom of Words, and of feeding thereupon), 


‘Jeft:by the inticing Words of man’s Wifdom, they come to be betray’d,. 
and brought. to a lofs,as too many have been, that they cannot diltinguifh: 


between that Wifdom, which defcendeth not. from above, but isearthly, fen- 
fital and-Devilifh, James 3.15. and that-which is from above, which u 


spare, thenpeacable, gentle, and eafie te be entreated, west Meréy and good’ 
‘Fruits, witkent Partiality, and without Flypocrifie, ver{.17: and: which. 
‘Geachethto order the Converfation aright. 

And whereas her Paper faith, C. H. was filed with the Word of Wifdom 
tothe great Comfort of all that truly fearedGod, and defiredthe Bread of evere 


Life, Gc. We fay, it very harfhand uncharitable Cenfure, fo. 


tojudge, that nonetruly feared God; but fuch as were comforted inthe. 
Words-of C. H’s Wifdom, or none defired the Bread of everlafting Life but 


fuch. Wedodeclare (and many faithful Frieads of our Meeting have . 


‘done the like for themfelves) that we were not comforted, but on the 


‘contrary fwere burthered by the Word of C. H’s Wifdom that day; ard: 


yet we hope, we may modeltly fay, We truly fear God, and arefure, We 


“defirerhe Bread of Everlafting Life, though we.cannot take the Husks of: 


Mans Wiidom for it. 


Again, her Paper fays,, She went. bome, and refolved never to take comfort 
in World,till fue could perceive comfort conveyedto Sion’s Afourners. Now 


ail d¢ar Friends, retire inward, and weigh in the Ballance of the Sanctuary, 


. “whatmdanner of Refolution this was, She refolved never to take.comfort in 


World, tik, Ge. Was not this a forward, hafty rath Refolution, run in 


fpto‘adifcontented Mind,and tak:n upinher.own Will, let Gods faithft li 
~ Witnefs in every upright heart, judge ? What warrant have any to make‘ 
‘fach Refolutions ?- If weare not our. own,, but the Lords, how can we: 
to difpofe of our felves? If-wemay not,.even in {mal} mat- 
ay 


ters, fay we willdo this or that, or Zo tothis or the other place, without 


uch a pofitive. 
Refolution ?: 
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‘before the living God, and dwellin the Gift of hisGrace, and relie an 


BY Springs of Life have from time torime been felt and enjoy’d in the. Aflem- 


Refolution? O Friends ! let i the Lord, but het afl fear & dread 


the fufficiency thereof, and be content with what the Lord is pleafed to 
manifelt, and wait upon him in faithfulnols and patience, in the way of bis 
Manifeftations,and not run.into fuch unwarranted and unfafe Refolution. 
Ieft they be given up to Delufiocs.——What her Paper faith, Of great 
deadnefs and aryne/s being over the Affemblies of Gods People; As it is a gee 
neral charge, wedeny x. There might be fome, in many or moft Affem- 
blies, over whom deadnefs and drynefs might be,as fhe, at her firft coming 
 forthto preach, confefled ic had been with her ; but the fhould norhaye 
judged all others by her felf, There are many living Wicnefles in our 
Meetings, that the quickening Prefence of the Lord, and the refrefhing 


blies of Gods People; and we bear Teftimony for the Lord, That the Seed 
of Jacob-bath fanght bis face, and not in vain.—— We willingly pafs over 
that part of her Peper which {peaks fo highly of her own Attainments and 
Serviees; having no defiretodifcover her weaknefs, further than we are | 
neceffitated for the clearing of Truth,_——— As for what her Paper faith i 
concerning anold Prophet , and tog many Prophets,Preachers and People going bi 

to askcounfel of hima c. And his fetting up Images, and fending forth Pre- 
phets in hisVeperous Spirit, @&c, And of Idolaters, Idol- Prophets, propagating 
Idols, Idelatrons Orders, and more of the like kind; the Language difcc. 
yers whence it.came,and where it was hatched and brought forth ; and ‘tis 
well if her Prephets, whom the hath fo often of late gone to (one of whom 
the extolls:fo high for 4 true Prophet of the Lord, mightily filled with the Word 
‘of Wifdom ) have not helped to fill her with thefedark Imaginations, and 
deep Delufions, and Words of Bitternefs and Envy,——She faith, The 
Lord hath [aid unto her, Lift up thy Voise like 4 Trumpet, thunder from my holy 
Mountain, €c. But her thundering ts from an unholy Mountain, and her 
Trumpet gives an uncertain found ; for the hath not in her Paper declared, 
whothe od Prophet fhe {peaks of is, nor whothe many Prephets, Preachers 
Band People are,that have gone to him te ask connfel,not taking heed to Gods Word 
inthemfelves; nor what the Jmages are, that the old Prophee hath fet up ; nor 
what they are Images of; nor who thole Prophers are, that he hath fent forth 
inhis vipeross Spirit ; nor whothe Jdolarers are nor what their Idolatry iss 
‘nor what the Jdels are, nor who the {dol- Prophets are ; nor what the Jdo- 
lutrous Orders are : Sothat here is nothing but Darknefs, Confufion, with | a 
many bitter reviling Words and ungodly Speeches,as Viperous Spirit, Rate 
ling, Scandalizing <> filling the Ears of thePeople with Lyes.——Idolatrons Defi 
Toe old Prophets deceitful WVork.——T he envious Mind hath {welled with Poyfon, ~ 
and hath vented st felfto corrupt and peyfonshe Minds of the People with Envy 
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and Lys, And yet, fo flrong is the Delufion, under which the Enemy! | 


ae 
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Written inthe firft Moneth, 1685. Margery Clipth 


-torth, By your Friends in the precious Truth, Marts Ellwood, 


. ‘ 
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| it immediately fromhi Aduth. But the witnefs of God, in ther’ 
his People, bears Teftimony againftit. The-Lord isarilen in: 
-dowerand great Glory inthe midft of his chofen Ones; and his Prelence 
a is feen in an efpecial manner, in thofe Affemblies of his People, which: 
| thefe dark Spirits are moft offended at. The Dewof Heaven is onthe 
Ficeces of the faithful, as a Teftimony from God of his Acceptance of. 
them: Therefore all dear Friends, gird up the Loyns of your Minds, feet. 
the encouraging Power of the Lord, and be ye encouraged thereby to go, 
on, without fear or doubting, in the Work of the Lord, notwithftanding — 
tever oppofition hath or may arife. For affuredly; Wo Inchantment foal: He 
pail against Jacob, xor Divination againft Urael. The Lord hath bleffed: 
People, and none of the Diviners canreverfe it; only let ns dwell low fy 
. before the Lord, and keep-clofe in Spirit unto him, and be faithful to his. 
holy. Requirings in all things,& the Lord will plead the caufe of his People; 
in which his great’ Name is concerned. And all you who frequent the ie 
ma iy of the Lords: People, and profefs to be convinced of the holy Hi 
| -Fruth;but-are not throughly grounded and eftablifht therein, be fober and: iis 
| _ ftills take heed of intermedling with what you do not underftand, for HRs 
; that willhurt you; but retire ye inward, tothe meafure of the giftofthe Hi 
| Grace you have received, that in it yéu-may finda ftay to your Minds, ard i 
not be tofled.to.and fro. Andtake heed of joyning with this deceitful Spie- 
: ‘rit, for the,Hand of the Lord is againft it;. And although for a whilehe 
may fuffer his People to.be exercifed by it, for a tryal of their fasthfulnefta 
and to him, yet hath he given us Faithto believe, That in bis appointed 
: time, he will bind and chain down this unruly Spirit, that works Abomination, Hie 
: and utterly deftroy its abominable Work, by which (if itcould) it would 
make defolate the Heritage of God ; And Jerufalem fhalt be [een quer 
Alabitation, And as for thofe whom the Enemy hath drawn into this mifa 
cchievous Work of Feviling and Railing againft the People of the Lord,and: 
‘oppofing them in the Services he requires of them, we can uprightly fay, 
- (Our Souls have mourned for them before the Lord, and the defire of our im 
‘Hearts at this time, is, that all that have not finned outtheir Day, maf 
| -Kriow Repentance before itbe teo late. So dear Friends, having in faith 
‘fulnefS givenforth this fore-going Teftimony, we recommend it total 
; .Witnefs of God in you all, defiring it may be ufedin the Wifdom @ 
. God, where occafionis, forthe Serviceof Truth, for whichit is give 
\ 


